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CATEGORY ARCHIVES: WILD HARVEST TABLE PROGRAM: REACHING NEW AUDIENCES

Back to Business
Posted on June 5, 2015 by Lauren Poindexter

I am in the unique position of picking up where I left off with my CCE Internship last summer with the Wild Harvest

 Table Project. Our team accomplished many things last year including providing two successful fish preparation

 workshops, creating recipes using in season and local ingredients, in addition to publishing our findings from the

 past few years. The publication (my first ever!) can be found here. While we were excited to get our initial findings

 out, we are hungry for more information about a much larger demographic than we found, particularly younger

 people interested in hunting and fishing.

This summer I will again be working with Moira Tidball in addition to Keith Tidball and Richard Stedman. My principle

 duties will first be a literature review examining news sources highlighting so called “hipsters” who hunt and who

 fish. The term is a double edged sword of sorts. It brings to mind Williamsburg, Brooklyn inhabitants with thick

 rimmed glasses, who love coffee, bike everywhere and wax their mustaches. It conotes the ideas of gentrification,

 fads, and disposable income. But it will find our young people who either want to be a part of this “new”  nature

 culture or have dissenting on the “hip” approach. In either case, I find it intriguing to see all kinds of people hunting

 and fishing. However the term “hipster” is perhaps too exclusionary to be our only search term. To satisfy the full

 purpose of our research, our scope needs to be broadened.

There are men and women of a similar age range who do not fit the forever fluctuating “hipster” definition, who live

 in low income communities, who may qualify for and utilize SNAP benefits, who hunt and fish not because it’s

 fashionable and on trend, but because it puts food on the table and saves food dollars spent on protein. Then there

 are those in between. I am thrilled to start this review because hunting and fishing attract so many people.

 Fortunately, the colleges and universities in the Finger Lakes region (which we will examine) attract a multitude of

 backgrounds.

It sounds like a lot of research and computer work, but fear not! My other main responsibility is to do survey work

 looking for the young people I researched for the literature review. With the survey we hope to further understand

 their interest in hunting. fishing, conservation, and local eating. Like the last survey done for this project, the results

 will be compiled into a paper. It will also serve as a guideline to tailoring CCE programming and event curriculum to
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 the needs and interests of all New Yorkers. I will have the opportunity to travel to CSAs, farmers markets,

 restaurants, and other food affiliated places one may find a locavore. I am thrilled to be able to utilize the CCE staff

 in all of the counties in the Finger Lakes when I eventually start to compile my list of locations to survey.
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