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Creating a codebook
Posted on July 27, 2015 by Kelsey Sklar

Here we are back in Ithaca, NY, starting to analyze all of the data we’ve collected

 so far. Right now we’re trying to establish a code book that we can use as a

 standardized method of analysis on Atlas.ti, a qualitative research coding

 program.

Megan and I have been

 going through

 interviews separately

 and jotting down our

 first impressions. We

 highlight a quotation

 and assign a code, and

 then we update the

 code book to reflect

 this new category of

 thought.

As we code each

 interview, we have to

 discuss the codes that

 we used, why we used them and what they mean. Eventually we’ll have a list of

 codes to use and definitions for all of them so that we can read through a

 transcript and have a similar, standard method of coding. Our work with coding

 continues throughout the analysis, since new codes are constantly being added

 (inductive approach = emergent themes!)

….And now begins the start of our lab summary report (or summer-y

 report…..am I right?!)

 Posted in Influence of Past Food Insecurity on Parents’ Use of Child Feeding
 Practices Recommended to Prevent Child Obesity, Sustainable Gardening with
 Native Plants, Nassau County

A blurry screenshot to show what qualitative

 research coding looks like, courtesy of:

 http://www.tstat.it/software/Atlas/Images/screen_margin_general.jpg
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Camp Bristol Hills
Posted on July 22, 2015 by Chloe Beth Collins

 

This past week the Style Engineers team ventured to Canandaigua, New York to

 work with 15 girls at 4-H Camp Bristol Hills. The girls, all 10 to 15 years, of age

 were engaged in numerous activities. A fellow intern, Frenda, and I stayed in a

 family residence on the lake, which made the evenings of this excursion seem

 like a very pleasant vacation. We went kayaking and hung out on the dock after

 the long days work. This week began with a bit of a rocky start because of a few

 mechanical errors and scheduling miscommunications. It took four of us and a

 skilled, called-in reinforcement to figure out how to use an old school projector.

 The activities went fairly smoothly and either the girls loved their skirts so much

 or it was so cold in the the dark cabin where we worked they would not take their

 wrap skirts off (I prefer to believe the former). Our team was joined by two
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 returning alumni girls and a few mothers of the participants who helped instruct

 several activities. The grand finale of the week was the fashion show, in which

 three models wore pop star outfits designed to be visually appealing and

 functional on another planet for a 2055 concert and the other girls paraded

 around in their DIY wrap skirts with LED appliqués and other various clothing

 items they stitched together throughout the course of the week. The girls were

 both fun and at times challenging to work with. They had a great diversity in skill

 levels, experience, and general enthusiasm that worked surprisingly worked

 very well in a group setting. The girls of course liked some of the activities more

 than others, but picked up on the relevance of STEM in all of the activities.

 Hopefully the collected evaluations will show a distinct willingness for STEM

 careers in the future. This week I am staying behind to work on the integral

 sorting data, gathering materials, and cleaning the workroom as the rest of the

 team goes to Syracuse for a Girls, Inc. camp of 25 girls. I am sure the camp, run

 in a downtown museum, will be a different experience from the 4-H camps

 where we have resided the past two weeks, but I know that the girls will be

 working with a talented team! Again I’ll let the photos speak for themselves!
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 Posted in Engaging Youth in STEM Activities and the Engineering Design
 Process through Distance Learning and Summer Camps, Sustainable Gardening
 with Native Plants, Nassau County

Week 7
Posted on July 20, 2015 by Julie Illana Gordonson

This week I managed to get the four Facebook pages up and running. I also

 created events for the Ribbon Cutting and Family Fun Day that are coming up

 this week! If you are interested in seeing the pages, check them out here:

 https://www.facebook.com/cceorangecounty?fref=ts and like the page to spread

 the word about Cornell Cooperative Extension to all your friends! (sorry not sorry

 for the Facebook spiel). I also wrote up a Facebook guideline document that can

 be passed along to those who end up running the page when I leave. It includes

 tips on how to create engaging posts, when the best time to post is, and how to

 create a following on the site.

I also spent this week writing out my walking path design. Using a programming

 approach, I addressed goals such as accessibility, safety, wayfinding, aesthetic

 appeal, and education to name a few. From there I defined performance

 requirements that must be met when the path is being built. After this, I created

 an adjacency diagram to show what spaces and objects must be located near

 the path and then drew an initial marker rendering of the path, as shown below.
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At the park, construction is officially on a break for the next few weeks as events

 are being held. I’m excited to see the park transform into a large showcase next

 Saturday! Here is the latest view of the park.
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 Posted in Sustainable Gardening with Native Plants, Nassau County

Week 7: In the meadow
Posted on July 10, 2015 by Jonathan Hunn

This last week I had the pleasure of seeing my study specimens in the field.

My supervisors and I traveled to Farmer Jacobson’s field and Mount Pleasant

 outside of Dryden in search of the ob-“noxious” invasive weed called meadow

 knapweed. Over the past several weeks, I have documented and photographed

 the growth of meadow knapweed in the Guterman Greenhouses near Caldwell

 Fields; however, I have never seen how they grow in the wild. Walking out into

 the fields, I noticed that the meadow knapweed was much taller as upright

 shoots rather than small rosette structures like in the greenhouse. Furthermore,

 the general leaf characteristics and shape for wild meadow knapweed was much

 different than the greenhouse meadow knapweed. For example, the wild

 meadow knapweed has longer but sparsely distributed leaf and stem hairs,

 whereas the greenhouse meadow knapweed has short, but thickly distributed

 leaf and stem hairs. I believe these phenotypic differences is merely an example

 of the species’ phenotypic plasticity under different environmental conditions.

 For example, the meadow knapweed in the greenhouse was fertilized and

 contained in small pots, whereas the wild knapweed was not fertilized and was

 not confined to a small area. The differences in growing conditions most likely

 played a role in the physical differences of the plant.

As the summer experiments continue, I hope to pinpoint the distinguishable

 characteristics that aren’t influenced by environmental conditions or, at the very

 least, define the range of variability of certain traits of meadow knapweed.
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 Knowing these specific characteristics of meadow knapweed will hopefully help

 researchers and invasive species managers to accurately identify meadow

 knapweed from other knapweed species and track its spread throughout New

 York State.

 Posted in Sustainable Gardening with Native Plants, Nassau County

Meadow knapweed grown in the

 greenhouse at the rosette stage.

—

Wild meadow knapweed found at Mount Pleasant

 in its flowering stage.

—

Week 5
Posted on July 6, 2015 by Stacey Chen

This past week, I began my adventure at 4-H Camp Bristol Hills for staff training.

 The type of content taught during staff training has included how to mitigate

 bullying, report child abuse, how to effectively work with kids, and how to de-
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escalate situations, etc. Staff training has allowed me to be well prepared when

 the kids come to camp, and to get used to the daily schedule of waking up and

 going to bed at certain designated times. We have had guest speakers, such as

 nurses, come talk about certain bugs, animals, and illnesses to watch out for,

 and how to deal with them. This is all to make sure that we can help give these

 kids the best camp experience possible.

Training has also allowed me to get a better sense of how to best engage and

 recruit kids to participate in the Health and the Brain Outreach Program. I’m

 currently staying in a log cabin called Big Dipper, which houses me, two other

 Cornell interns from a different lab, and another college student who is doing a

 social media project for the camp. Although it’s been a little rainy here at camp,

 connecting with all other counselors has still been very exciting and informative.

 It’s also so fun to join in all the camp traditions, such as getting named by

 another counselor. We all use camp names at camp, and on the last day, the

 campers try to guess our real names. My name is Fence-Apella (Pella), because

 I fenced and sang acapella in high school! It’s so inspiring to see how

 enthusiastic and welcoming the other counselors are to make sure the campers

 have the greatest time and feel comfortable at camp. The kids are so lucky such

 a diverse selection of activities, ranging from Archery and Air Riflery to Critter

 Care (where there are two baby white rabbits, the cutest hedgehogs, and even

 snakes). The enthusiasm of the counselors and all of the positive attitudes

 around here are extremely contagious and making me very excited to finally be

 able to work with the kids. The weather forecast seems to be sunny for next

 week! See below for a picture of the cabin and a baby rabbit in the Critter Care

 program!
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