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CATEGORY ARCHIVES: SCHUYLER CCE GARDEN-BASED LEARNING INTERN

Weeks 12 & 13: Wrapping up-Blackberry Pie and Chocolate

 cake with peanut butter frosting
Posted on August 17, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Friday was my last day as the Garden-Based Learning Intern for CCE. This has by far been the fastest summer of

 my life. I started the first week following the end of school last spring with no clue what to expect. I couldn’t be more

 thankful and appreciative for the experiences I have gained this summer and the wide variety of work I got to be

 involved in. Above all I have gained so much respect for Extension and everything it entails. From day one,

 everyone in the office was very welcoming and encouraging despite how busy they all were in their own fields. My

 leaders included, I was amazed to see how much variety their worked contained and the passion that they held and

 maintained. I spent my final two weeks putting in extra hard work along side roger to clean up and weed the

 community garden for the permaculture tour that will be happening at the end of this month. This combined with

 harvesting and cleaning out the garden up at camp with the kids proved to be the most physically demanding of the

 summer but I enjoyed every moment of it. I’ve gained valuable experience working and learning from all different

 levels, from my project leaders Roger and Jenn, to the folks I lead from the ARC, to all of the different aged kids I

 oversaw, to other extension workers and the executive director. All of the variety in my work like physical hands-on

 gardening, researching extension recipes and valuable hand-outs for the community, hosting small experiments and

 projects with different aged kids, creating flyers on publisher, and creating different projects for my campers really

 helped me to become more flexible and creative in whatever gets thrown my way. From what I have seen variety

 has been a common theme in all of the different internships my classmates held this summer which is one of the

 main reasons I would definitely recommend this program to others. It is hard to say goodbye and leave a job that

 will continue without you when you feel that there is still so much you could do. As a local I will be excited to watch

 what happens with the community garden in the future and how their programs grow. Thank you CCE!
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Last week working with the ARC

 (Susan on the left was my loyal

 regular all summer)

—

Roger is a true garden

 guru: Standing on the

 outside teaching platform

 designed after English

 style amphitheaters

—

https://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2015/files/2015/08/ARC-19pbaqi.jpg
https://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2015/files/2015/08/Roger-and-I-28wtrgc.jpg
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 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Delicious homemade blackberry pie that was

 accompanied by chocolate cake with amazing

 peanut butter frosting made by Rogers wife for my

 last day

—

Week 11: Can we get watered?
Posted on August 3, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week was a hot one! The beginning of the week saw temperatures close to the 90’s which led to a lot of water

 needs for the kids. Due to the heat, the repair of our garden hose, and a new load of mulch, my campers spent a

 majority of the week watering and mulching the plant beds. We focused on testing the soil with our fingers instead of

 by appearance and taking care around the growing plants when mulching to help keep them healthy and retain

 moisture. Because of all of their hard work I granted their frequent requests to be sprayed by the hose or take a

 walk to the creek which we used as an opportunity to gather more rocks for painting. We also took little breaks for

 some junior master gardening activities like creating their own verses to our garden song and drawing what they

 believed a “hamburger plant” looks like so  I could then educated them about how every ingredient leads back to a

 plant. 4 out of the 5 days also called for repairs around the fence which the kids worked together to do in order to

 keep the camp groundhog out in an attempt to salvage our broccoli. The kids this summer, as well as me, have

 learned how critters and nature are the gardens biggest enemies especially for us in connection to Extension since

 we are not allowed to use any chemicals. Thursday with some more “messy science” was my last time helping with

 the recreation program as it came to an end. I neglected  to take pictures last week but will remember this week!

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern
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Week 10: Creativity in the Garden
Posted on July 27, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week we got creative in the garden with some crafts. It was a learning experience as both of my activity periods

 consisted of older aged kids around 12 and up where as my first 2 weeks had younger kids. I got more technical

 with this group in further explaining and showing how to properly check and water the garden as well as more

 substantial weeding to clean up the beds. As a reward for their hard work we did a couple crafts. One day we

 experimented to make worm farms where the kids worked in pairs to gather rocks, soil, worms, and compost that

 we layered with sand in plastic two liter bottles.  As these were just earth worms and not specific composting worms

 it was more about the experience and I took it as an opportunity to teach them about worm physiology and

 composting. On Friday we had a great time painting river rocks to use as plant markers for the different vegetables

 we are growing in the garden.

We also had the chance for our first harvest last week which consisted of two cucumbers that we took to the kitchen

 to get washed and cut for us to sample.
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At the office, duties have continued in the community garden. With the ARC we spent our time weeding to maintain

 the strawberry beds that will most likely continue this week. Thursday for the summer recreation program, we

 worked outside with the kids doing “messy science.” It has already been a great start to the week today so we shall

 see what this hot week has to offer!

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 9: Plant Weed Plant
Posted on July 20, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week was week 2 of camp and we had a blast! With more enrollment I had the garden for both activity periods

 which keeps me at camp from 9:30 to 12:15. We still had a ton of plants left over from Rogers donation that we

 worked all week to plant and salvage. The kids took turns deciding where they should be planted, weeding the area,

 planting, watering, and mulching. We got a fresh new pile of mulch last week which has allowed us to extend duties

 in the garden to recreating the mulch paths from last year, mulching the transplants, and layering mulch over the

 compost bin to deter wild life from the kitchen scraps. To make things a bit more interactive and fun for the kids I

 had them do mulch races complete with running, cartwheels and push-ups before they were able to spread the

 mulch in the garden. With all of the energy that the kids have in the afternoon I have tried to incorporate more

 physical activity into our garden activities. Rain or shine these kids have been having a great time, especially with

 the frequently requested digging for worms!
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Last Thursday for the summer recreation program, we worked with the 1st grade age group and helped them in

 decorating and planting seeds into biodegradable seed starter pots that they could keep to bring home and plant

 right into the ground. With my days being split between camp and the office I have really  been enjoying all of the

 variety in my work!

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 8 Internship- Week 1 camp
Posted on July 14, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week marked my first official week at Hidden Valley 4H Camp working with the kids. Due to small enrollment we

 only had gardening for the 1st period activity which runs from 9:45 to 11. I got caught up in the busy first week

 schedule going back and forth from camp to the office and there’s no service up there which kept my phone in the

 car so I don’t have any pictures of the kids from last week. We had a great time though! I got them acquainted with

 the garden with a scavenger hunt I created and I let the kids create our rules that will be posted for all of the

 summer and we spent time fixing holes in the fence and weeding to prepare for more of the planting that has

 already started to take place this week. We got rained out Wednesday and had a bees nest in the garden on Friday

 which made it a short week at camp, but all of my duties at the office continued for the week including my time spent

 Tuesday and Thursday mornings working with the ARC.

Later in the dayThursday I tagged a long with another Extension employee to help her at the Odessa-Montour

 Summer Rec program teaching the kids about insects. We played “Bug-O”, trivia, and matching games and at the

 end the kids had fun creating their own little insect snacks! I am going to continue going to the program with her the

 rest of the summer to assist in more activities like planting.
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Creative Caterpillar and Butterfly creations by the kids

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 7: Camp Training
Posted on July 7, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

In preparation for the start of Hidden Valley 4H Camp in Schuyler County, all staff at the camp went through training

 last week. I only participated in those trainings required for anyone working with kids on the camp and not those

 specifically tailored to the councilors living on camp. The trainings were very helpful and in depth to show what is

 expected of us and what we can expect. Some major topics included positive youth development, sexual

 harassment, civil rights, recognizing and reporting child abuse, problem solving among campers, and other subjects

 related to what our experiences will be like when working with the youth. What little time was spent at the office

 when I was done with my trainings for the day including checking for compost, creating garden ideas for a small

 area outside of the Schuyler Public Health building, and other small projects like the Sunset Garden Layout up at
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 camp.Sunset Garden Layout 

This sign is posted on the fence of the garden up at camp to show the layout and what is planted where in the

 garden. I will be changing the sign after this weeks planting activities because although we originally intended for a

 large flower bed to be planted by the kids, Roger donated a vast array of veggies that will take up ample space in

 that bed instead.

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 6 Fun
Posted on July 1, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week was very busy and exciting as anticipated! On Tuesday after my morning at the extension office, I went

 back up to the camp to plant in our previously weeded out garden. The rows had to be re-dug and defined which

 was easily accomplished by myself and the group of camp specialists who had already moved into camp. Once the

 rows were cleared out we transplanted a variety of plants that Jennifer had purchased for the garden which

 included: Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, zucchini, Broccoli, basil, oregano, and thyme. We also began the flower

 bed with 4 Nasturtium plants. Here again is the before picture  from two weeks ago and now:
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Wednesday the 24th was full of excitement as our whole office hosted the Celebration of Extension up at camp for

 the community. The focus was garden-based learning which was originally aimed towards adults for education

 purposes but our turn out, which was excellent, changed our general aim to accommodate younger youth. They had

 a blast with all of the different activity tables we set up and I hosted the bug trivia station where they got to fish for

 prizes after answering. Then I worked alongside Elizabeth Gabriele to run a variety taste test for radishes and

 organized the Human Camera activity from Cornell’s garden-based learning to focus on nature awareness.

 

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 5: Peppers, Pruning, and Preparation
Posted on June 22, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

This coming week is going to be very exciting which I will post about next week! Last week also proved to be busy
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 and exciting as well. Daily tasks were still continued like checking for compost materials to be added from the

 building and checking over the garden for pests, debris, and of course weeding. Susan our regular and another

 young male from the ARC had a great time on Tuesday planting the new pepper varieties Roger supplied us with

 and they’ve continued to improve on knowing the proper techniques to transplant requiring less and less help. Here

 are 3 of the 18 plants they planted during their time on Tuesday and Thursday.

Wednesday marked a very productive day at the 4-H garden preparing it to be planted which will start taking place

 this week. I oversaw a community work crew and worked along side them as we conquered the overgrown area that

 had flourished and gotten out of hand early due to the early warm weather and rains we have had since spring. I will

 post the incredible after picture next week but here is the before picture! There are potato beds in there which we

 weeded extensively around and re-mulched before mowing, weed-whacking, and raking the rest of the garden.

(After picture to come next week)

I also spend time weekly with one of the regular Master Gardner’s Debbie. Thursday and Friday we were very

 productive weeding out the entire cranberry (trial from Rutgers) bed together and pruning back the tree in the
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 garden to both maintain the shady atmosphere for visitors and allow more light into the vegetable trial area to help

 with growth. Friday we cleaned out the beds in the vegetable trial area and planted new seeds for summer squash,

 zucchini, carrots, and lettuce.

 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Week 4 Update: Poster Boards and Training
Posted on June 15, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

Last week was busy with a lot more involvement in the office. Danielle Hautaniemi, the Executive Director at our

 extension office had a presentation meeting with other directors to give for which I created the presentation board. I

 used printed information on the garden and with the help of others in the office I put together a collection of pictures

 to represent our garden in both its earlier days and now.

Here is the finish product that was very well received! 

Along with the laminating done for this project, I also created and laminated the information signs to put in the

 garden for 9 of the new blueberry plants we put in two weeks ago. On Thursday the 11th I had a travel day to

 Saratoga Springs with Elizabeth Gabriel a Professional Development Educator for Cornell Garden-Based Learning.

 I participated in and assisted with her Take Root training for garden educators where we were supplemented with

 valuable knowledge on working with youth as well as some soil and composting education.

Friday the 12th, Roger and I had the WIC tour after which we spent time weeding other areas of the garden. I then

 spent time replacing the free handout materials in the garden with the new handouts I was responsible for

 determining which included some easy at home recipes for some of the varieties that can be harvested soon like

 strawberries, as well as some composting materials and how to start your own garden. I am excited for this week at

 the Community Garden working with the ARC as well as getting started up at the 4-H garden to get it cleared out

 and planted before camp starts!
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 Posted in Schuyler CCE Garden-Based Learning Intern

Getting Started: Late update
Posted on June 8, 2015 by Brittany Chardonnay Popovich

My first days at my internship were 3 short days the week of My 18th. I spent that time getting introduced to

 everyone at the extension office and an initial introduction and tour of the Schuyler County Community Garden

 where I will be spending the majority of my time until 4-H camp starts in July. My leader at the community garden

 Roger Ort got me started right away with identifying varieties in the garden and weeding. Right now we are doing a

 lot of maintenance in the garden and planting to prepare for the remainder of summer. Each week on Tuesday and

 Thursday a few people come over from the ARC to help with work in the garden so I have already begun my work in

 educating the community. The week of the 25th was their first shift, I worked with two lovely ladies Stacy and Susan

 helping them to weed the strawberry beds that they are most excited about to harvest, which will happen any day

 now!

This was them working on another strawberry bed last Thursday June 4th.

Last Tuesday June 2nd we worked with them teaching them to plant blueberry plants of which they planted 8

 different varieties! On Fridays Roger generally gives an in depth tour of the garden to WIC participants which I will

 be aiding with and eventually giving myself once I am more familiar with the garden. It has been an amazing

 welcoming here at my CCE office, I was given my own cubicle and computer that I use to do research and gather

 more information when I am not in the garden. More pictures and updates soon to come!
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