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CATEGORY ARCHIVES: CCE CLIMATE CHANGE AND AGRICULTURE INTERN: HELPING FARMERS ADAPT TO CLIMATE

CHANGE IN NEW YORK — TOMPKINS

Week Six

Posted on July 18, 2014 by Jacob Michael Sackett

This week was a busy one for the Cornell Institute for Climate Change and Agriculture. We have been spending a lot
of time working on a grant proposal, which — much unknown to me before this week — is an incredible undertaking.
Many hours spent from many, many different people bringing this together, a very interesting experience.
Additionally, | have received all of our footage from our first two interviews, one with an organic dairy farmer, one
with a local wine grape grower (Six Mile Creek Vineyard). | will begin editing all of the video and sound footage,
hopefully creating a few 5-6 minute video clips for the Climate Change website. http://climatewisconsin.org/ is the
web address for the University of Wisconsin’s climate change program, they have excellent video footage that has a
very powerful message. Our goal is to emulate a similar quality in our videos, hopefully making them interesting and
informative, while incorporating our message about the future of our earth under a changing climate. | will be
interviewing a CSA owner in Madison County, New York and | am excited to make the trip to the farm and meet the
kind owners. Here are a few photos that | took while on my most recent interview at Six Mile Creek Vineyard

(definitely worth a stop to try some of their wines and spirits).
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Week Four

Posted on June 27, 2014 by Jacob Michael Sackett

This week was a much more eventful one than | have had in the past. As | mentioned last week, | had set up
interviews with local farmers in the Finger Lakes Region to discuss climate change effects and adaptations that
farmers are implementing. This week | met with Jeremy from Jerry Dell Farms in Dryden, New York. Jerry Dell
Farms is an organic dairy farm that also produces fruit and vegetable crops at one of their locations. Jeremy was
incredibly helpful with the interview and mentioned that he has done this a few times, making our interview a
breeze. In his grazing pasture at the top of a beautiful hill in Dryden, Jeremy sat down with us to discuss the
changes that he and his farm have seen over the past few years. From increases in certain pest species, to extreme
rainfall events, the Jerry Dell Farm has seen some effects of a changing climate. Jeremy praised Cornell
Cooperative Extension saying that the services provided by CCE to farmers is an amazing resource that all farmers
can benefit from. Jeremy and his partners at the farm seem optimistic about the future of farming in New York and
they have been very successful in expanding their organic milk production. | have never interviewed someone on
camera before this week, so it was a very interesting process for me. The video, once it is edited and completed,
will be available on Cornell's Climate Change website (www.climatechange.cornell.edu). | am excited to continue
the interviewing of farmers, it has provided me with interesting perspectives from people who are intimately

connected with the natural world. Here is a picture from Jerry Dell Farms!

Next week | will be interviewing a grape grower at Six Mile Creek Vineyard here in Ithaca, as well as another local

vegetable producer. Hopefully the interviews in the future go just as smoothly as the interview did this week!
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Tompkins

Week Three

Posted on June 23, 2014 by Jacob Michael Sackett

This week | have been working on beginning a few different projects. | have been editing a video clip that was taped
last February that will be posted on the Cornell Climate Change website. This video clip was an interview with the
Mayor of Fishkill, NY, discussing climate variability and how it affects municipalities in New York. The mayor is very
progressive and has implemented adaptation strategies to cope with changes in the climate, including drainage in
town. Additionally, | have contacted eight farmers from the Finger Lakes Region that | will interview on their farm
and ask them questions about climate variability, extreme weather events, and adaptation and mitigation strategies.
| am also continuing to work on the Dairy Cattle Heat Stress Literature Review, which | have found to be a long,
tedious process, but it will be very beneficial to both the Cornell Institute for Climate Change and Agriculture, as well
as other on-campus groups such as Pro-Dairy. Monday | have an interview with Jerry Dell Farms in Dryden, NY and

| am excited to see how the farmers will respond to the questions that we have developed to ask them.

Posted in CCE Climate Change and Agriculture Intern: Helping Farmers Adapt to Climate Change in New York -
Tompkins

Week Two

Posted on June 13, 2014 by Jacob Michael Sackett

This week | do not have much to talk about for this blog post. All week | have been writing a literature review about
Dairy Cattle Heat Stress and have compiled around forty quality sources of information. | wrote a half-page to one-
page long summary of each of the sources (which were, for the most part, peer-reviewed journal articles) and will be
developing a general literature review for the entire set. This process is part of our development of the Dairy Cattle
Heat Stress Tool that we are aiming to design and create this summer. By understanding and knowing the literature
that is currently present, we can accurately design new research projects and know what research has already been

conducted. | have been in contact with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation about
obtaining a list of major agriculture stakeholders in New York State in order to develop our survey listserv and
identify possible outreach events. Next week | will be joining Curt Gooch of Cornell’s Animal Science Program on a

tour of a few local farms and begin discussing Climate Change and how it is affecting farmers in the local area.
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Week One

Posted on June 6, 2014 by Jacob Michael Sackett

After a brief break from Cornell, | arrived back in Ithaca at the beginning of the week ready to take on my internship
head first. | am working at the Cornell Institute for Climate Change in Agriculture and | am excited to begin working
on various projects with my advisor. This week we focused on defining my research questions and deciding how we

will accomplish the goals we have set. For the summer, as of now, | will be focusing on the following research
questions:

1. To what extent does heat stress affect livestock in the Northeast (focusing on New York)?
2. Are farmers experiencing heat stress issues (which ones) and are they/how are they adapting?
3. What resources/tools exist to help dairy producers/consultants address heat stress in the Northeast?
4. To what extent are farmers/consultants willing to use those tools?
I will also be working with the Cornell Dairy Sciences Department on developing a tool that can be used by dairy

farmers in the Northeast to help them mitigate the problems associated with heat stress in their herds. Additionally,

our team is developing a list of major agricultural producers and agriculture stakeholders in New York for outreach
and surveying purposes.

So far, it seems like we still have a lot of work to do in honing the research questions and goals, but nevertheless, it
appears to me that the summer will be an eventful one.
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