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Conference on Changes to the National Flood Insurance

Program

Posted on July 29, 2013 by ras595@cornell.edu

Through our involvement with the Hudson Estuary Watershed Resiliency Project, | was in attendance for this
Conference put on by Bill Nechamen of New York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation Floodplain
Management Section. The speaker initiated the event saying many people would not be pleased with the newly
implemented rates through the National Flood Insurance Program, sarcastically stressing the fact that he was, “just
the messenger.” The small crowd in attendance however, was less reactive to the figures, and they seemed eager

to educate themselves on how to effectively respond to these reforms, more than anything.

The measures enacted in this new legislation were largely a response to the recent storm events of Sandy, as well
as Irene and Lee. The hydrodynamic and hydrostatic forces of the floodwaters in the lower portion of New York
State enacted catastrophic damages on the homes and infrastructure of lower New York State. Sandy will prove to
be one of the most expensive flood disasters ever. Thus, homeowners are bracing for an inherent rise in their

insurance costs over the next few years.
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— NYS DEC’s Bill Nechamen addressing the
audience at the East Fishkill Town Hall

This conference was notably prevalent for those living in the special flood hazard area. There was a repeated
sentiment throughout the talk of the need to build higher. Houses built in a floodplain should have no basements,
as 3 feet of standing water has the capacity to collapse walls. Houses located within studied floodplains are
recommended to have their lowest floor at least 2 feet above base flood elevation, while 3 feet is recommended in
studied floodplains. In terms of cost, the higher the lowest floor, the less the cost to the homeowner. Nechamen’s
figured estimated a $90,000 cost to elevate the structure on average. This was based on downstate figures, where
the additional cost of each added foot of elevation would cost $1.06 per sgaure foot. He rationalized that this input

could be paid off over 10 years by elevating the structure to 3 feet above the base flood elevation.

Nechamen concluded the talk on going through various activities of the Community Rating System. This talk
evoked conversation amongst audience members discussing methods to reduce local flood insurance premiums. |
found this conference both engaging and informative. It is certainly a daunting task to attempt to wager
municipalities to incentivize environmental disaster hazard control. Each municipality has history and infrastructure
aligned closely with traditions and family histories. At the end of the day, financial incentives are the most effective

method of altering longstanding habits.

Posted in The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship
in New York

Hudson River Watershed Alliance Roundtable

Posted on July 17, 2013 by ras595@cornell.edu

No finer a scene could be set, as a multitude of stakeholders piled into the “River Room” at Norrie Point

Environmental Center in Straatsburg, NY. From the windows, the backdrop offered a panorama of torrential rainfall

clashing with the unrelenting surface waters of the Hudson. At times both calamitous and cooperative, the scenes
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ongoing within the room

captivatingly paid tribute to those on the exterior. It
was a meeting which brought together those who are
functionally vested in the posterity of the waterway
through conservation groups, government
organizations, public institutions and groups
representing its numerous tributaries. The diversity of
folks represented from as far as the tributaries of the
Catskill Mountains, to the urbanites closest to its
mouth at New York Harbor wholly demonstrated the

vitality of its long-established tributaries and

watersheds for so many people.

—  View of the Hudson River from the Norrie Point
| was in attendance as a representative of CCE Environmental Center in Straatsburg, NY

Dutchess and the Environment & Energy

Department’s continuing commitment to the Hudson

Estuary Watershed Resiliency Project. This conference was an excellent opportunity to get to know individuals who
were intricately involved in the protection and restoration of this historic waterway. The day kicked off with
introductions from Simon Gruber, President of the Hudson River Watershed Alliance and Scott Cuppett of the
collaborative NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program. Subsequently, Liz LoGiudice, our colleague from CCE
Columbia/Greene outlined the necessity of the watershed resiliency project. This calls on a collaboration of
municipal officials to address growing concerns, largely related to climate change, which are adversely affecting

their respective municipalities. In our region of the northeastern U.S. this is especially imperative, as research
indicates a 74 percent

increase in heavy precipitation events have resulted since 1958, far
surpassing any other region. This is on top of the indicative increase in

temperature since 1970 (2 degrees in average summer temperatures and 4

ML

degrees in winter). Gretchen Gary of Cornell's Human Dimension’s
Research Unit compounded this data, utilizing interviews taken from a
multitude of regional officials. This research effectively spurred discussion

in relation to the needs of municipalities in terms of projects, funding, social
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and political change in the Hudson River's Watersheds.

Perhaps the most fascinating event of this meeting was the individual

updates from regional watershed organizations from along the length of the
river. Beginning from north to south, one by one we were introduced to
— Map displaying the regional . . . . . . .
those projects being enacted in each diverse region which spans this
watershed group

representatives in waterway. The characters who spoke were at times eccentric and
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attendance for the Hudson outspoken, but all sharing a common passion for a greater mission among
River Watershed Alliance
Roundtable on July 10,
2013

all of those assembled in the room. This experience proved excellent
opportunity to absorb a grander semblance of the network of groups and

individuals working towards these all-important causes.

Posted in The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship
in New York

Transcriptions, Transcriptions...

Posted on July 8, 2013 by ras595@cornell.edu

Transcription is an art form which I'm sure is appreciated by a scarce few. It is no doubt appreciated a great deal
less than the translators of great works of literature and even less, I'm sure, than the critics of poetry attempting to
decipher the cryptic messages of introspective minds foreign to their own. In fact it is most likely akin, in today’s
cinematic culture, to the resolute woman clacking away at the typewriter in the corner of the courtroom. However

an art form no less, it is essential in the realm of sociological study related to the oral word of human subjects.

Yes, my mission has been to accurately capture the spoken words of our generous subjects. Coordinators of
watershed stewardship programs around the nation have donated their time to help us in our objective of a
comprehensive study on best management practices for watershed stewardship programs. Thus, we conducted ten
phone interviews earlier this year, asking coordinators a series of questions in relation to their respective programs.
As a result, these hours of audio footage must be accurately and effectively transcribed into type-written
documentation, from which we can draw conclusions from a qualitative analysis. Therefore, over the past week or
so, | have gained a glimpse into the realm of a transcriber. Excellent hearing, attentiveness, short-term memory
and keyboard skills are essential for this task, none of which | am superior to your average lame man.

Nonetheless, | have completed the bulk of the work, and | have picked up a few tricks along the way:

1) Protect the identity of your subject: The name of the subject should not be disseminated in order to uphold

the accurate aggregation of the impending data. This is a golden rule in protecting the identity of human subjects.

2) Don't get held up trying to interpret incomprehensible speech: Listen three times. If still indiscernible, this
period of the interview can be represented with [—]time beginning -time end [—] in the audio file before moving on

to the next word which you can decipher
3) Capturing ‘slang’ is encouraged: Yes, this is to provide the most accurate portrayal of the conversational tone

and structure of the interview. This can be fun to attempt to capture this in the script. Avoid ‘ummm..’'s’ and other

unimportant linguistic blunders which distract from the dialogue.

...[3/16/2016 3:07:50 PM]



http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2013/category/the-new-york-state-master-watershed-steward-program-building-capacity-for-watershed-stewardship-in-new-york/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2013/category/the-new-york-state-master-watershed-steward-program-building-capacity-for-watershed-stewardship-in-new-york/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2013/2013/07/08/transcriptions-transcriptions/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2013/2013/07/08/transcriptions-transcriptions/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesummerinterns2013/author/ras595-2/

The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship in New York | 2013 CCE Summer Internships

4)  Always keep in mind that while this task may prove arduous at times, the documentation is serving as an initial

phase required to serve a grander purpose for a more substantial mission

Hope you enjoyed this week’s entry on one of the most uninteresting tasks of all time. Keep checking in to see how

the Master Watershed Stewardship Program is coming along.

Posted in The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship
in New York

Conference Call/Green Infrastructure Workshop

Posted on June 25, 2013 by ras595@cornell.edu

This past week was eventful for Master Watershed team members around the state, as preparations for our
Thursday conference call wrapped up. This meeting was a progress report of sorts, checking in on projects we had
been working on and assessing reactions from our new 2013-2014 participating extension offices. Congregated
over three separate locations: Ithaca, Greene County and here, in Millbrook, we connected in a video conference
call via Polycom. Mark Cappellino, the Master Watershed Steward Program coordinator in Suffolk County braved
the New York City morning rush hour traffic to join us here, at Dutchess. Jessi Lyons and Derek Conant of
Onondaga County joined program director, Shorna Allred, program assistant, Maureen Mullen and student intern,

Rachel Oidtman at the Cornell campus for the call.

As the event kicked off and we discussed program objectives, it became apparent that our participating counties for
the upcoming year experience drastically divergent watershed issues. Suffolk County is uniquely situated in New
York State, in that it is inundated with suburbs and coastal ecosystems abound. Thus, wetland management was
proposed a central feature of their curriculum. In central New York, Onondaga County’s watershed issues are
inherently quite different. This realization, with the New York State Master Watershed Program as an overarching
organization, was that the intricacies of watershed stewardship at the local level would need to be handled on a

county-by-county basis.
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— Homepage for the new MWS Program website

The meeting was quite eventful for me, in that | was able to reveal the template to the new Master Watershed
Steward Program website | had worked on. This project is one that had come to fruition after the first couple of
weeks working in Dutchess. The goal of the website is to incorporate a one-stop, user-friendly, professional site for
all information and publications related to the program. The process of compiling the content is on-going, as we are
attempting to conduct video testimonials from former participants, while simultaneously finalizing supplemental

promotional and learning materials.

On Friday, | was fortunate enough to be able to attend
a seminar on Green Infrastructure for Stormwater
Management in the Urban Landscape at the Taconic
Regional Office of NY State Parks. It began with a
tour of the site, which won the first LEED Platinum
award for a Public Building in New York State. The
tour featured a walk around the building’s premises,
with several demonstrations of the site’s features and
building materials which were utilized.
Demonstrations of the drainage capacity of their
pervious concrete and asphalt provided a valuable
segue into the presentations which were later given by

Cornell’s Peter Trowbridge and Nina Bassuk.

The talks demonstrated various contruction methods, —  Demonstrating various forms of pervious
which could be pavement at LEED Platinum certified Taconic
Regional Office

implemented to improve stormwater management.

Nina Bassuk’s lectures were focused on the use of CU
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structural soil in conjuction with features such as
pervious pavement and sod for urban municipalities
and parking structures. Peter Trowbridge covered the
recent innovations in green-roofs, or as he termed,
‘blue-roofs’ for stormwater harvesting. The
presentations were helpful in presenting the
infrastructure aspect of facilitated stormwater drainage
and harvesting, but the resultant management of water

was absent, | believed.

—  Cornell professors, Peter Trowbridge and Nina

Bassuk, present at Green Infrastructure seminar
in Staatsburg, NY

Posted in The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship
in New York, _Uncategorized

Getting started here in Dutchess..

Posted on June 7, 2013 by ras595@cornell.edu

This summer, | have the privilege of working in the gorgeous Hudson Valley with Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Dutchess County. My primary project focus is the Master Watershed Steward Program, but as a member of the
Environment & Energy staff, | will be involved in all aspects of operations pertaining to this department. In Dutchess
County, the Environment & Energy department is uniquely focused on water resources, GIS & mapping and youth

education in relation to local environmental issues.

Our goal with the New York Master Watershed Steward Program is to build the program up after a successful pilot
year. The program was initiated in Columbia-Greene and Dutchess Counties, in order to train community
volunteers with a curriculum designed to endow stewards with skills to successfully orient and implement a 40 hour
watershed management project. Upon completion of the project, stewards remain motivated to endorse watershed
stewardship and provide education within their communities. The overarching mission is to sustain funding to see

this program implemented on a statewide basis and to ultimately build healthy watersheds across New York.

My motivation for getting involved with this program

stems from a particular interest in water resource
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issues, as developed through research and

coursework at Cornell. Being a lifelong resident of the 'mll?r:n':::‘- ;,Erh‘:';“::;?"“'"“'
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with a vested interest in helping to preserve the vast
resources of this beautiful region. Thus, my duties
involve researching and assembling data from
watershed steward programs around the nation to help
integrate best practices, while improving the
curriculum based on experience from our own

Rick S

program. Also, providing outreach materials to garner Environm
Summer Inte

interest from the community is a critical part of this

position. One of my ultimate tasks is to design a
website which is both user-friendly and representative —  Scenes from the office, here at CCE Dutchess

of our mission to promote watershed stewardship.

Upon completion of week 1 at CCE Dutchess, the staff has been extremely welcoming, and | have begun to settle
into my duties here. To find out more about the Watershed Steward Program and other on-going Environment &

Energy projects in Dutchess County, continue to check in...

Posted in The New York State “Master Watershed Steward” Program: Building Capacity for Watershed Stewardship
in New York
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